
2 0 1 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  R E V I E W

State Representative   
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WASHINGTON STATE • 28TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The short 60-day session provided some big wins for our communities and a 
few disappointments. Some of the big wins include boosting K-12 teacher and 
administrative staff salaries by more than $776 million, and defeating the carbon tax 
and another capital gains income tax proposal.

Disappointments include the lack of any relief for taxpayers from Sound Transit’s 
high car-tab fees. And, with $2.3 billion in new revenues coming into state coffers, 
more should have been done to give people help with their property taxes this year. 
Lawmakers offered solutions to provide meaningful property tax relief, but none of the 
measures were approved.

As your state legislator, it is my job to work hard for you in Olympia. This newsletter 
offers a brief look at some of the major outcomes of the 2018 session. If you have 
comments or questions about this information, please feel free to contact me.

It is an honor to serve the people of the 28th District in Olympia. 

Sincerely,

Dick Muri
State Representative • 28th Legislative District

OLYMPIA OFFICE: 
424 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7890

DISTRICT OFFICE:
1717 Lafayette St.  
Steilacoom, WA 98388 
(253) 301-2278

In order to accommodate diverse 
schedules, district office hours are 
7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, closed on Friday.

EMAIL: dick.muri@leg.wa.gov

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE:  
(800) 562-6000

WEBSITE:  
representativedickmuri.com

COMMITTEES: 
• Education 

(Assistant Ranking Member)
• Judiciary
• Early Learning and Human Services
• Joint Committee on Veterans’ and 

Military Affairs

28th District includes: University Place, Steilacoom, DuPont, Fircrest, Spanaway, Graham, Lakewood, 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, McNeil Island, Anderson Island, Ketron Island and the western part of Tacoma.

The 28th District is great place to live and raise a family. 
Highlights include Joint Base Lewis-McChord, the largest military 
power projection platform west of the Mississippi, and Western 
State Hospital, one of two state-owned adult psychiatric hospitals 
and the second oldest state-owned enterprise. The Town of 
Steilacoom, incorporated in 1854, is the oldest municipality in the 
state and home to the Steilacoom ferry dock. The district is also 
home to Pierce College at Fort Steilacoom and beautiful Chambers 
Bay, which hosted the 2015 U.S. Open. 

“As a state legislator, it’s my 
job to listen, lead and help. 
Thank you for allowing me 
to serve as your 28th District 
state representative.”

 



Bringing home capital budget 
construction funding
This year, I was glad to help secure funding in the supplemental 
capital budget for several local construction and renovation 
projects including: 

 $2 million for property acquisition and business relocation 
costs associated with the McChord Airfield North Clear Zone. 

 $1.8 million to help replace an obsolete water treatment 
plant at the Ponders Well Site. 

 $750,000 for construction of an outdoor public pool for Fircrest. 

 $400,000 for improvements at Fort Steilacoom Park.
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Looking at innovative 
ways to help our district
This year, I met with various stakeholders and Pierce County 
legislators — Republican and Democrat — so we could 
work collaboratively on goals for our area. One of the first 
projects was in the area of preventable hospitalizations. This 
session, I was able to help secure $670,000 in the supple-
mental operating budget for a one-year project in Pierce 
County focused on reducing the amount of these cases. 

Other projects include:

 $200,000 for the pre-law and social justice program 
at the University of Washington Tacoma. The program 
helps reduce the justice gap and addresses a wide 
range of legal issues in the community.

 $250,000 for the Help Me Grow child abuse prevention 
program in Pierce County. The program helps increase 
family reunification and stability.

No capital gains 
income tax or carbon tax!
Some lawmakers in Olympia never lose their  
appetite for taxes. Once again, a capital gains  
income tax was proposed and defeated. Also  
defeated was the governor’s carbon tax proposal. 
Families would have ended up paying for the  
governor’s proposal in higher prices at the  
pump, and in their utility bills. This is a big  
win for every Washington state citizen.

Supplemental operating budget: 
The big picture
The 2018 supplemental operating budget increases state 
spending by $1.2 billion in the 2017-19 biennium, and another 
$600 million in the 2019-21 biennium. It also funds K-12 salary 
increases in the 2018-19 school year. All of this new spending 
represents a nearly 16 percent increase from the time the 2015-
17 operating budget was enacted. 

Property tax relief blocked
With an estimated $2.3 billion in projected new revenue com-
ing to the state, it was deeply disappointing property owners 
did not get real relief from their 2018 property tax bills. 

The approved budget gives just 30 cents for every $1,000 
of assessed value in tax relief, for one year only (2019). 
For the average $300,000 home, that’s approximately $90 
in savings.

Public safety bill signed into law
A bill I drafted, in collaboration with the state attorney general’s 
office, was signed into law this year. House Bill 2271 modifies 
the review procedures for sexually violent predators (SPVs) so 
they are not released early. This provides a solution to the prob-
lem caused by the state Supreme Court’s “Marcum” decision, 
which potentially granted a new unconditional release trial for 
SPVs each time an annual review found a less restrictive place-
ment, or conditional release, was appropriate. My bill keeps our 
communities safe and saves approximately $7.8 million annually 
in related court costs. $33.0 $30.9
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No relief from high 
Sound Transit car-tab fees
This session, I introduced House Bill 2551 that would 
have allowed cities, towns, or counties to opt-out of a 
Regional Transit Authority (Sound Transit). Unfortunately, 
my bill and others that would have held Sound Transit 
accountable and provided relief on car tab fees were not 
approved. This fight is not over. I will continue my efforts 
to see that taxpayers get real help with Sound Transit.
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Education

Transportation budget  
West Tacoma wayside horns
After the tragic events that took place in DuPont in 
December, I was astonished the $400,000 allocation for 
wayside horns in West Tacoma at South 19th and 6th 
Avenue (Titlow Beach) was not included in the House 
supplemental transportation budget. 

Wayside horns, the audible signals used at railroad 
crossings, are important rail safety and quality-of-life 
features in our communities. As a rail safety proponent, I 
know these horns save lives.

After meeting with transportation leaders in the House and 
Senate, I was able to facilitate getting this critical safety funding 
added back into the final version of the 2018 supplemental 
transportation budget. This is a big win for our communities!

Open government
For many years, the Legislature has exempted itself from making 
legislative letters, calendars and emails available to the public. 
The Legislative Public Records Act, Senate Bill 6617, was 
actually an attempt to open up some of this policy and make 
some, not all, of these records available to the public.

Although the bill passed overwhelmingly in the Senate and House 
with strong bipartisan support, I voted “no.” I voted against 
the measure because the policy was flawed and the process 
in which it was approved did not meet the public’s rightful 
expectation of a fair and open debate. In the coming year, I’ll 
continue to promote public policy that provides a greater amount 
of legislative transparency.

Tacoma Narrows Bridge tolls 
receive state funding
This year, I co-sponsored a bill designed to prevent 
high toll rate increases on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge. 
House Bill 2990 was signed into law in March. It fixes 
the escalating debt structure that has long burdened 
bridge commuters. The bill passed out of the House nearly 
unanimously, 97-1.

Boosting teachers’ salaries
Since the state Supreme Court’s 2012 McCleary ruling, tax 
dollars invested in our schools have nearly doubled. This year, 
the Legislature completed another major hurdle by allocating 
$776 million to teacher and administrative staff salaries. 

What’s next for our schools?
We need to keep up our momentum on education reform 
by continuing to expand services for vulnerable student 
populations and special education. Innovative ways to reduce 
dropout rates, like Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

programs, need to be 
expanded. As the new 
investments in education 
begin to take root, its 
critical that we stay 
focused on giving our 
children an excellent 
public education.

Cost-of-living increase 
for retired teachers
This year, I sponsored an amendment to provide a one-time 3 
percent COLA increase for retired teachers. Disappointingly, 
my amendment was defeated on a party-line vote, 47-50-1. 

This is a sad situation, and frankly, unacceptable in the light 
of new revenue coming into our state. Social Security, retired 
military and many others get these adjustments. We need to 
do better for our retired teachers.

School Safety 
I also supported an amendment to provide $30 million for 
additional school resource officers (SROs) in Washington’s 
K-12 public schools this year. To my deep regret, the 
amendment did not pass. We need to do better for our 
children. Funding SROs is an immediate and reasonable way 
to increase security. $30 million is a small appropriation 
request within a very large budget.
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Big wins in 2018
 Final piece of McCleary fix in place with $776 million 

increase to K-12 teacher and administrative staff 
salaries.

 Capital budget approved.

 Solution for Hirst signed into law.

 Capital gains income tax defeated.

 Carbon tax defeated.

 New investments made to improve our mental health 
facilities.

 Steps taken to address our state’s opioid crisis.

Disappointments
 No property tax relief in 2018 and not enough in 2019.

 No extra funding for school resource officers (SROs).

 Amendment providing retired teachers a 3 percent 
cost-of-living adjustment increase defeated.

 House Bill 6199, forcing in-home caregivers to join the 
union and pay dues, even if they previously opted out, 
was approved by the Legislature. 

Local visitors 
Steilacoom High School 
Advanced Women’s Choir
Several groups from our local communities came to the 
state Capitol this year. One of the most fun to host was the 
Steilacoom High School Advanced Women’s Choir. They 
performed the national anthem on the House floor in honor 
of Presidents Day. 

Rep. Dick Muri and SHS Advanced Women’s Choir 
House of Representatives, February 2018

28th District office 
open in Steilacoom

Have an idea for legislation or  
need help dealing with a state agency? 
Government can often seem distant and confusing. 

Knowing whom to contact when you have a problem 
or concern can make a difference. As your state 

representative, I am committed to making government 
more accessible to you. The 28th District office provides 
easy access for people to come by and meet with me.

I look forward to meeting with you!




